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On Gossamer Wings
Performing Notes

Thank you for choosing to play this piece.  
Here are a few helpful hints regarding performing it.

* Opening Theme: Treat each phrase with care -- crescendoing and decrescendoing, 
rising and falling. I didnʼt mark all the phrasing details in because I want you to play it 
the way you feel it. To me, each chord is like a different person -- each deserving to be 
heard in their own unique way. Enjoy your phrasing -- itʼs like a long silk ribbon rising 
and falling in the air, taking your listeners on a beautiful journey where at every turn 
there is something new.
* Bar 20 -- As you play this section imagine a bird flying higher and higher until she 
reaches the top of the sky (24). Really make us see and feel this exhilarating flight.
* Bar 29 starts a transition that is a complete contrast with the section before hand. Let 
the listener really hear and feel that contrast.
* Bar 33-40 -- Play lightly and magically. Imagine the shimmering wings of a dragonfly or 
butterfly.
* Bar 44 -- The Dance Section starts lightly, but gets more energetic with more dancers 
joining the fun at bar 50 and onward.
* Bar 59 -- These harmonics should evoke mystery and suspense regarding what is to 
come next.
* Bar 62-73 -- You intrigued your listeners with the mysterious harmonics, now abruptly 
change the mood and take them on a wild ride. Go for it in this section.
* Bar 74-76 -- Throughout this section do NOT play cleanly. We want to hear the messy 
finger damping as one hand plucks a string (or strings) that the other hand just played. 
Thatʼs the special effect that this section calls for -- lots of abrupt finger damping noise!
* Bar 106 -- Another chance to really go for it from here through 118.
* Bar 109 -- Play this section at a fast tempo. Watch the video on the Winter Harp 
website for a general idea.
* For those of you who can't quite play the fast sections up to speed -- no worries -- just 
do your best. If you play those sections with power and conviction you will win over your 
listeners. 
* Most importantly -- play from your heart.

Enjoy!

Lori Pappajohn
Winter Harp Artistic Director
Harpist, singer, flutist, composer, arranger, journalist, professional mermaid (!)
www.winterharp.com

Special thanks to Elizabeth Volpe and Hayley Farenholtz 
regarding scoring and videoing this composition,

and to Llewellynne Adam for its name.
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